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In the wrestling world, terms exist to separate

entertainment from reality.

These terms are ‘work’ and ‘shoot’.

A ‘work’ means that anything a wrestler does is part of the show’s storyline, and this
can be done anywhere—in official interviews, on social media, even at fan meets. A
‘shoot’ means that what the wrestler is doing is real and not part of their character.

These terms aren’t necessarily need-to-know when it comes to reading our feature on
Dante Chen, a WWE superstar bred in Singapore. His life revolves around the ‘work’
and the ‘shoot’. And while the character he brings to American television is a product
of a ‘work’, his life is a big ‘shoot’ for his dreams.

Work your 'shoot' all the way, folks. Anything is possible, just like in wrestling.

P.S. We've also learnt some of you found your way here through your friends. If
you haven't already, subscribe to our weekly newsletter today!

If you like our content and our vibes, consider being a RICE Media patron to

support the work we do.
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The Storm Before the Storm
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We’re reaching a season that some look forward to, and others just want to get over
with. No matter—Singapore’s General Election is upon us, and what will come forth
is anyone’s guess.

But, as our writer explained this week, the discourse is already churning. You just
need to look a bit harder. (And, yes, we aren’t above it either).

The General Election

Media Machinery in Motion

Working Your Shot
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If you're a loud-and-proud wrestling fan in 2024 and you still get astonished
responses from friends saying, “you know it isn’t real, right?”, don’t worry, it
won’t ever end.

What will also continue to flourish—or rather who—is Dante Chen. This
Singaporean wrestler carries a very real, grounded ambition to be a sports star in
the theatrical (but no less painful) world of professional wrestling—at WWE, no
less!

My Friend Dante Chen and His

Hard-Fought Journey From
Woodlands to WrestleMania

Ephemeral Eats
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Singapore is a foodie’s paradise—that we know. Nonetheless, it’s hard to fathom
the number of F&B places that have come and gone over time.

In this retrospective, Singaporeans reminisce the food and spaces that they once
enjoyed.

In Memoriam: Our Makan Places

Lost to Time

To Kaypoh in Kapo
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Kapo Factory may as well look like the kind of industrial building you’ll need to
break into in order to enter.

Yet, it’s the hideaway in bustling Tai Seng that small business owners have given

life to for many years. Our writer took an afternoon to explore what it has to
offer.

Tai Seng’s Best-Kept Secret Is

Kapo Factory Building’s
Hidden Cultural Gems

Short Grains, or piping-hot
topics by the spoonful.

o It’s official: Israel has attacked Iran, just days after Iran launched a

retaliatory drone strike on Israel. (via Reuters)
e The Chinese government has ordered the removal of WhatsApp and
Threads from its local App Store over security concerns. (via CNA)

e 2 quick 2 post: the LTA is investigating a video shared on Facebook that
shows individuals racing with power-assisted bicycles and e-scooters over

Tanah Merah Coast Road, among other locations. (via The Straits Times)
e Over at Netflix, profits are soaring. And, according to them, it’s partly due
to their recent crackdown on password sharing. (via BBC)

o The tourism board-endorsed box office hit Crazy Rich Asians is set to get
its own Broadway adaptation, with Singaporean songwriter Tat Tong at the

helm for its musical direction. (via CNA)
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After our recent long-read, here are some words from Ashish Xiangyi Kumar,

the 31-year-old who sent heads spinning after he opened up about his life as a
retiree.

Amongst Us:

I'm Sceptical About
the Idea of Work

We like to go out! We also hate our weather.

But as much as our team is full of contradictions, we simply can't go by our
weekend without checking out some things. If you're still deciding on where to
go, let us highlight some unmissable events for you:

e Today is the day famed Broadway musical Hamilton begins its production
run in Singapore. Tickets are selling very fast.

o K-popicon IU is set to perform over the weekend at Singapore Indoor
Stadium. Tickets are officially sold out, but you can keep a lookout on
Carousell/Facebook if any last-minute pieces drop. Just don’t get
scammed!

e Since Wednesday, Clarke Quay has been playing host to a bevy of street
performers. This weekend, you can catch British ‘escapologist’ Rob Roy
Collins in action at CQQ Streetfest.

o If Hamilton isn’t your thing, head to Victoria Theatre for the debut of
Secondary: The Musical, which is sure to dredge up memories of

secondary school both good and bad. Its production run ends on 28 April.
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e Fancy an outdoor party instead? Gourmetpark @ 66 Kampong Bugis will
be the setting for Sunday Mess 5. Here, a line-up of notable DJs will help

you welcome a new week with less agony.
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